Jackson Township School District

World Language Department

Course Proficiencies

French, German and Spanish I 

Grade 9-12

Description of Course Content

The level 1 course emphasizes conversational and listening skills, which are developed and reinforced by student interaction with technology, cooperative learning, and cross-curricular activities. Reading and guided composition will also be a primary focus of the course. Multiculturalism will be promoted. 
Description of Expected Learning Proficiencies 

STANDARD: 7.1 COMMUNICATION

All students will be able to communicate in at least one world language in addition to English.  They will use language to engage in conversation, understand and interpret spoken and written language, present information, concepts, and ideas while making connections with other disciplines, and compare the language/culture studies with their own.
A: Interpretive Mode. Students understand and interpret within the appropriate cultural context spoken and written communication. 

1. Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response.

2. Recognize common gestures, intonation, and other visual or auditory cues of the target culture.

3. Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on oral and/or simple written descriptions.

4. Comprehend brief oral exchanges on familiar topics.

5. Connect the learning of the target language to information studied in other core content areas.

6. Listen to simple passages from culturally authentic selections for enjoyment and information. 

B: Interpersonal Mode. Students engage in direct oral/ or written communications.

1. Give and follow simple oral directions, commands, and requests for participating in classroom and cultural activities.

2. Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture during greetings, leave-taking, and daily interactions.

3. Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words and phrases.

4. Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics or topics studied in other core content areas.

5. Exchange basic information about the main characters, main idea and setting from culturally authentic selections.

C: Presentational Mode. Students present, through oral and/or written communications, information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers with whom there is no immediate personal contact.

1. Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.

2. Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.

3. Present orally or in writing information from culturally authentic selections.

4. Name and label tangible products and imitate practices from the target culture.

STANDARD: 7.2 CULTURE

All students will demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of a culture(s) through experiences with its products and practices.
A: Interpretive Mode. Students understand and interpret within the appropriate cultural context spoken and written communication.

1. Identify daily practices of people in the target culture(s).

2. Identify basic geographical features and some common landmarks in countries where the target language is spoken.

3. Identify aspects of the target culture(s) presented in photographs, children’s books, and plays.

4. Identify distinctive cultural products of the target culture(s).

B: Interpersonal Mode. Students engage in direct oral/ or written communications.

1. Imitate culturally appropriate etiquette in verbal and nonverbal communication during greetings, leave-taking, and daily classroom interactions.

2. Participate in a variety of oral and/or written activities after listening to culturally authentic selections.

C: Presentational Mode. Students present, through oral and/or written communications, information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers with whom there is no immediate personal contact.

1. Reproduce a variety of tangible products typical of the target culture(s).

2. Identify and reproduce expressive products typical of the target culture(s).

3. Participate in activities related to special events celebrated in the target culture(s).

Evaluate Means to Determine Mastery 

Each student will be evaluated based on his/ her demonstrated mastery of the basic proficiencies and his/ her success in meeting the various course requirements. Each student’s grade will be determined through his or her performance on:

1. Test and quizzes

2. Listening and reading comprehension

3. Class participation

4. Class and outside assignments, such as projects, reports, and homework

